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At present the country is chiefly concerned with the raising of cattle,
swine and poultry, and the exportation of dairy products, bacon and
eggs. Its success in this connection has been due in no small part to
the intelligent cooperation of the government. It aided in the breaking
up of the large estates and the division of the land into small holdings.
Today more than half of the farms are of less than 13 acres, and
there are some 70,000 holdings of less than 2 acres. Few farms exceed
100 acres in size. Some 90 per cent of all the holdings are farmed by
the owners, a condition very rare in western Europe. Here again the
government has played its part. As a result of the Agricultural Hold-
ing Act, it will loan to anyone who has one-tenth the price of a farm
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the amount necessary to make the purchase. The government has also
aided materially by designing a system of education to meet the needs
of agriculture. The rural high schools and the People's High Schools
provide agricultural training for youth and adult alike. In addition,
there are some 20 advanced agricultural schools and colleges in the
country. Thus a knowledge of scientific agricultural methods is almost
universal and has played a prominent part in the present success of
the country.

The large number of small farmers would, however, be at a decided
disadvantage if they had to undertake to market their goods and
purchase their supplies individually. In response to this condition, there
has been a wide development of cooperative societies. There are both
buyers' cooperatives and sellers' cooperatives. The sellers' cooperatives